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This course prepares college and seminary students to develop ministries of short-term mission
(local, domestic, or international). Attention is given to outreach that is theologically grounded,
culturally sensitive, tied to the ministry and mission of the sending and receiving communities,
and carried out by participants who are practically and spiritually well prepared.
The class is open to students who do not intend to participate in a seminary mission team and
choose to select a particular outreach context for their final project.
This course also satisfies prerequisite classwork for UDTS sponsored mission trips. The 2016
UDTS mission trip will be in the Dominican Republic with the Foundation for Peace, May 1526. We likely will be returning to work among Haitians in the D.R., the site facilitator is UDTS
alumna Kristin Hamner. Students participating in this trip will focus their final project on
preparation and implementation of that short-term mission.

Course Objectives
Students who complete this course will be able to:
1. Develop short-term mission programs that are shaped by a Christian theology of mission.
2. Describe several models for participation in short-term mission and their strengths and
weaknesses.
3. Plan short-term mission in relationship with the sending and receiving communities.
4. Build, orient, disciple, lead and debrief short-term teams for effective mission.
5. Be familiar with resources for preparation and debriefing for short-term mission teams.
6. Make all necessary arrangements for domestic and international trips.
M.Div. Curricular Goals Fulfilled by This Course




Nurture habits and disciplines of study, prayer and reflection that increase their love of
God and neighbor and shape their personal and professional lives.
Evangelize the world with faithfulness and contextual sensitivity.
Lead and nurture congregations to promote peace and justice in the public arena and
encourage the witness and service of the church in mission to the world.
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Integrate theology and practice in all areas of life and ministry.

Requirements
1. Regular attendance in class and participation in class discussion (whether online or in
classroom). (10% of grade)
2. Timely completion of the assigned reading. Reading measured by weekly posting of up to
200 word responses to one of texts for the week. Post due by Sunday midnight prior to
discussion online or in class on Monday’s topic. (10% of grade)
3. Resource binder, 10 pages (40% of grade)
Creation and brief presentation of ten one-page tools for orientation and debriefing for use
with a short-term mission team. Elements to be included in the resource notebook will be
reviewed on the first day of class and will be due throughout the semester as we build up
these resource kits.
4. Final project (40% of grade). Choose a or b:
a. For those participating in the Dominican Republic Mission trip: Weekly
participation in and contribution to a virtual orientation program for this STM.
There will be five one-page pre-trip written assignments related to preparation, and
a final three to five page paper that addresses reflection questions. For the
reflection paper, participants may choose pre-trip reflection, or post-trip evaluation
(by extension, end of May).
b. For those focusing on another short-term mission context: Creation of a 10 page
workbook for small-group orientation and debriefing related to a particular context
(i.e. mission site/community) chosen by the student.
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